Celtic Eventide at St. Alban’s
November 15, 2020
5:30 p.m.

Come as you are, for God’s embrace is wide.

A warm welcome to you.
We are delighted that you are here.
Welcome, friends, all!
As you arrive, please enter in silence and listen to the music
before our service begins. Consider having a candle at hand
to light later in the service.
The service will begin at 5:30 with the bell.

The Bell at the Opening
The Prelude
The Opening Word

“Stillness” by Thomas Keating

Due to copyright, the text is not printed.

A Prayer for the Evening
Lord, it is night. The night is for stillness. Let us be still in the presence of God. It is night
after a long day. What has been done has been done; what has not been done has not been
done; let it be. The night is dark. Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own
lives rest in you. The night is quiet. Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, all who are
dear to us, and all who have no peace. The night heralds the dawn. Let us look to a new day,
new joys, new possibilities. In your name we pray. Amen.

The Opening Hymn:

This is My Song, O God of all the Nations
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The Second Reading

Matthew 25:14-30

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went
off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one
who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one
talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the
one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying,
‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master
said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the
one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of
many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received the one
talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where
you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You
wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where
I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my
return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him,
and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and
they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be
taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.
Thanks be to God.

Music for Meditation
The Reflection
A period of silence is kept.
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Music at the Candle lighting
We invite you to join in the lighting of a candle at your home. The light shines in the darkness
and the darkness does not overcome it. At the conclusion of the meditative music, we will pray.

Prayers for Ourselves and Others
Leader

Loving God, in faithfulness we pray to you.

The Leader and People pray responsively
Leader

That you will rouse us from sleep and make us alert to anticipate the nearness
of your presence.

People

Stirring God, may we follow closely in your lead.

Leader

That this may be a season to discover your word in the light of this world, your
touch in every human embrace, and your love in every gesture of sacrifice
between us.

People

Generous God, redeem our anxieties and fears, turn them into new hope and
confidence.

Leader

That your grace may bring our hearts to fresh awareness and make us see
with uncovered eyes Christ who suffers with his world in its troubles.

People

Seeing God, give us eyes to see beyond the obvious.

Leader

That you and we may hold close all those in any kind of pain, that they may
know Christ’s healing, wholeness, confidence and peace, especially those we
name now, silently or aloud…. (Insert names as desired…)
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People

Active God, renew us as people of service and compassion. May the works of
our lives demonstrate your love.

Leader

May we recognize in our humble gathering for prayer and thanksgiving that
you are with us here to inspire our songs with your dreams. (Insert
thanksgivings as desired…)

People

Enlivening God, may we accept the gifts of your Spirit.

Leader

That your coming into the days of our own human history may always be new
and brim with light to drive darkness away.

People

Hopeful God, refresh in all people the will for good, the capacity for
forgiveness and the longing for peace.

Leader

God of Grace, help us in the midst of things we cannot understand to trust in
the knowledge and love of you and each other.

People

And give courage and faith to those who are bereaved that they may have
the strength to meet the days ahead in the comfort of hope.

Leader

Receive our prayers, and in your Grace, answer them as may be best for us
and your people. Amen.

Officiant
All

God of Wonder, you have called us to know you and to make you known.
Grant that we may walk in your presence:
your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds,
your strength in our wills, until, at the end of our journey,
we know the joy of our homecoming and your Peace. Amen.

A Grace for Ordinary Time
God of surprises,
Infuse us with your wild wonder
Sustain us in the daily practice
Of opening our hearts to grace.
Expand our imagination to see
More widely than before.
Open our hearts to experience
Compassion beyond our dreams,
Call us to begin again and again. Amen.
Silence
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Please unmute yourself at this time.

The Lord’s Prayer
Said by all
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

The Peace
Officiant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The ministers and the people exchange a sign of Peace.

Announcements
To sign up for roles within the Celtic service: https://www.stalbansmaine.org/worshipmore/4183-2/
To learn more about the Vestry and to nominate someone by Nov. 22:
https://www.stalbansmaine.org/parish-leadership-nominations-and-elections-2/
To sign up for our weekly eNews: https://www.stalbansmaine.org/connect/join-mailing-list/
To pledge online for 2021:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZZarVKaAFhVlOHi5oRPgCzsJXaHSFLXfQjGeSs
XxX7lr0Ng/viewform
To give online to St. Alban’s, go to: https://onrealm.org/stalbansmaine/-/give/multiplefunds
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The Hymn at the Closing

Canticle of the Sun, verses 1-3

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725373. All rights reserved.
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The Blessing
Please unmute yourself at this time.

The Dismissal
Officiant
People

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

The Postlude
Please stay for a conversation
or depart in quiet whenever you wish.

Participants in this Eventide
Officiant
Reflector
Reader 1
Reader 2
Reader 3
Responder
Zoom Guide
Zoom Music Guide
Post-service Conversation

The Rev. Lynn Carter-Edmands
The Rev. Holly Hoffmann
Ed Rea
David Klimkowski
Sara Lennon
Jill Hooper
Duane Kline
Jeff Sedlack
Small groups

Special thanks to the Musicians: Mike Albert, Shannon Allen, Tom Kovacevic, Nicole Rabata,
Meagan McIntyre, Joel Pierce
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St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
885 Shore Road Cape Elizabeth, Maine 04107
(207) 799-4014
www.stalbansmaine.org
The Rev. Lynn Carter-Edmands, Transition Priest-in-Charge
LCarter-Edmands@stalbansmaine.org
Ext. 204
The Rev. Holly C. Hoffmann, Associate Rector
hhoffmann@stalbansmaine.org
Ext. 203
Joel Pierce, Music Director
jpierce@stalbansmaine.org
Debbie Fisher, Director Children’s and Family Formation
dfisher@stalbansmaine.org
Ext. 202
Linda Howard, Assistant, Treasurer
finances@stalbansmaine.org
Karen Tucker, Parish Administrator
ktucker@stalbansmaine.org
Ext. 201
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