Saint Alban’s Episcopal Church

Cape Elizabeth, Maine

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost:
October 18, 2020
9:30 a.m.

A gathering for Prayer, the Word and
Sacred Music
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The Prelude

Psalm 23
Johann Pachelbel (1603-1756)

The Welcome
Opening Hymn

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
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Opening Acclamation
Officiant
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.
Amen.

Officiant
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Hymn of Praise

O God Beyond All Praising
Led by the Chancel Choir

Words: Michael Perry,© 1982, Hope Publishing, Carol Stream IL 60188 Used by permission OneLicense.Net #A-725373

The Collect of the Day
Officiant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
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Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory
among the nations: Preserve the works of your mercy, that your
Church throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in
the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

The Word of God
First Reading

Exodus 33:12-23

Moses said to the LORD, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this
people’; but you have not let me know whom you will send with
me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also
found favor in my sight.’ Now if I have found favor in your sight,
show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your
sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” He said, “My
presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” And he said to
him, “If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from here.
For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I
and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be
distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face of the
earth.”
The LORD said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have
asked; for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by
name.” Moses said, “Show me your glory, I pray.” And he said, “I
will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim
before you the name, ‘The LORD’; and I will be gracious to whom I
will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy.
But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and
live.” And the LORD continued, “See, there is a place by me where
you shall stand on the rock; and while my glory passes by I will put
you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I
have passed by; then I will take away my hand, and you shall see
my back; but my face shall not be seen.”

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The Gradual: Psalm 99
1 The LORD is King;
let the people tremble; *
he is enthroned upon the cherubim;
let the earth shake.
2 The LORD is great in Zion; *
he is high above all peoples.
3 Let them confess his Name, which is great and awesome; *
he is the Holy One.
4 "O mighty King, lover of justice,
you have established equity; *
you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob."
5 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God
and fall down before his footstool; *
he is the Holy One.
6 Moses and Aaron among his priests,
and Samuel among those who call upon his Name, *
they called upon the LORD, and he answered them.
7 He spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; *
they kept his testimonies and the decree that he gave them.
8 O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; *
you were a God who forgave them,
yet punished them for their evil deeds.
9 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God
and worship him upon his holy hill; *
for the LORD our God is the Holy One.
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The Epistle

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.
We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our
prayers, constantly remembering before our God and Father your work
of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has
chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in word
only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction;
just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for
your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite
of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy
Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia
and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God
has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. For the
people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had
among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living
and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised
from the dead-- Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

7

Hymn at the Sequence

O For a Closer Walk With God
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The Holy Gospel
Reader
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap Jesus in what he said. So they
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher,
we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance
with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people
with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to
the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are
you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for
the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them,
“Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The
emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the
things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”
When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went
away.
Matthew 22:15-22
Reader
People

The Sermon

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Rt. Rev. Thomas James Brown
Bishop of Maine
A period of reflection is observed.
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The Prayers of the People
The Leader and People pray responsively
In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.
Silence
For all people in their daily life and work;
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who
are alone.
For this community, the nation, and the world;
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.
For the just and proper use of your creation;
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
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For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble.
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the
needy.
For the peace and unity of the Church of God;
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; and Thomas, our Bishop; and
for all other ministers, lay and ordained;
For all who serve God in his Church.
For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially those
we name now silently or aloud.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions
Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
Most loving God, you have called us to care for the sick, the oppressed,
the outcast, and the lonely. We ask that you open our hearts to all who
are suffering in this pandemic. We pray for those who have lost their
struggle, for those who are so ill, and for those who love and care for
them. Hear us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
During this time of painful racial upheaval and divisiveness may we
courageously confront the injustice and inequality that have so long
plagued our country. We pray that these tumultuous days will serve to
ring in a new and enduring age of compassion and inclusiveness for
each and every human being here at home and around the world. Hear
us, Lord;
For your mercy is great.
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, especially those we
now name, either silently or aloud.
Silence
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The People may add their own thanksgivings
Our gratitude runs deep;
And we praise your Name for ever and ever.
We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal
kingdom.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions
Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;
Who put their trust in you.
The Officiant adds a concluding Collect.

The Lord's Prayer
Please unmute yourself at this time.
Officiant
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us we are bold to say,
Officiant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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The Peace
Officiant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Stewardship Affirmation by Sara Lennon

Announcements
The St. Alban’s website, where you can sign up for Eucharist:
https://www.stalbansmaine.org/
The St. Alban’s NEW YouTube Channel: (please subscribe)
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClQ3lufskxcBPlM65mVjdwQ?view_as=subscri
ber
To sign up for our weekly eNews: https://www.stalbansmaine.org/connect/joinmailing-list/
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Hymn at the Closing

Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun

The Blessing
The Dismissal
Please unmute yourself at this time.
Officiant
People

Let us bless the Lord,
Thanks be to God.
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The Postlude

Wenn wir in hochsten Noten sein
Johann Pachelbel

Serving this Morning
Officiant
Preacher
Music Director, Organist
Lectors

Intercessor
Zoom Zerger

The Rev. Lynn Carter-Edmands
The Rt. Rev. Thomas James Brown
Joel Pierce
First Reading, Jody Shellene
Second Reading, Barbara Hall
Psalmist, Jody Shellene and Tim
Hartsfield
Barbara Hall
Robert Stoddard
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St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
885 Shore Road Cape Elizabeth, Maine 04107
(207) 799-4014
www.stalbansmaine.org

The Rev. Lynn Carter-Edmands, Transition Priest-in-Charge
Lcarter-edmands@stalbansmaine.org
Ext. 204
The Rev. Holly C. Hoffmann, Associate Rector
hhoffmann@stalbansmaine.org
Ext. 203
Joel Pierce, Music Director
jpierce@stalbansmaine.org
Debbie Fisher, Director Children’s and Family Formation
dfisher@stalbansmaine.org
Ext. 202
Linda Howard, Assistant, Treasurer
finances@stalbansmaine.org
Karen Tucker, Parish Administrator
ktucker@stalbansmaine.org
Ext. 201
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